Other Study Options
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Education, Health,

Social Care & Social Sciences

Social Sciences

Our qualifications in Social Sciences provide a
broad range of skills relevant to many occupational
sectors, rather than one specific career. Our courses
in this area will particularly appeal if you wish to
progress onto degree level study at university.

The wide range of subjects covered within the remit of this
field open up a selection of further study options, including
Politics, Sociology, Psychology, Social Work and more. In
fact, we have direct links to a number of local universities
providing easy access upon successful completion of your
course.

In addition to our Social Science courses, we also offer
NC/HNC Police Studies and NC Uniformed Services
courses, which provide the ideal preparation for anyone
wishing to apply for a career in the army, navy, RAF or
emergency services such as the police, fire service, coast
guard or ambulance service.

Information on courses and qualifications contained within this publication is gathered and produced as
early as possible in the academic year in order to aid the decision making process of potential students.
The college does, however, reserve the right to make changes to content, delivery and availability of all
courses, including the withdrawal of any qualifications as deemed necessary by the Leadership Team.
Changes may occur either before or after admission and endeavours will be made to provide a suitable
alternative for those affected.

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses

Did you know?

© Social Sciences is the
study of people and
the issues that affect
their everyday lives.

© Higher than average
numbers of Social
Sciences graduates
progress onto further
study at a more
advanced level on
successful completion
of their course.

© Good communication
skills, both verbal and
written, are essential
if you want to succeed
in this field.






Case Study

Debbie Johnstone
NC & HNC Police Studies

Choosing to study at James Watt College
was an easy decision for me to make.

I started studying at the college on the
NC Police Studies, which whetted my
appetite to carry on and study for the
HNC. My class was the first group of
students to embark on this new course.

“I had always wanted to join the police force and
felt this qualification would help me toward my
goal. Making a 60 mile round trip three times a
week to study at James Watt College was a small
price to pay for the experience and knowledge I
would gain to prepare me for my future career.
The subjects are quite diverse within the course
some of which helped me prepare for the police
interview using techniques and invaluable skills
to assist me through the interview process. In
addition to this, we covered subjects such as
possible exam questions, expected fitness
standards as well as a very interesting module on
the Scottish Legal System.

“Everything covered within the course will be
beneficial to me in my role as a special police
constable. All the subjects and modules within
the course were delivered by experienced,
knowledgeable tutors some of whom are ex-
police officers who have a wealth of knowledge
and skills to pass on to the students. I would
highly recommend this course as a stepping
stone toward a future career in the police force.

pel

“Completing this course has given me the
confidence to follow my chosen career path. I am
enjoying my new role and loving my involvement
in the community. [ am experiencing firsthand
the difficult and diverse situations police officers
have to manage, as well as the processes to be
followed when making arrests and techniques
for doing so safely while following protocols.

“Becoming a police officer is not just a job to me,
[ am never ‘off duty’ now; it is a lifestyle change.
I am a role model, I am proud to wear my uniform.”

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 .

“Completing this course has given
me the confidence to follow my
chosen career path. I am enjoying
my new role and loving my
involvement in the community.”

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 .
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Full-time, 36 weeks.

Entry Requirements

Applicants should have
three Standard Grades at
Level 3 or 4. All applicants
will be interviewed and
you could be asked to
write an essay when you
attend the interview.

A satisfactory reference
will be required.
Prerequisite for Entry
to the Police Service:
Anyone wishing to apply
to the police service
must hold a full, clean
driving licence.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.

Social Sciences

NCO®®
Police Studies

This course prepares you for a career as a Police Officer by
developing core skills in communication, psychology,
working with others, problem solving, Scottish Law,
numeracy and enhancing research skills. You will learn
what a career as a police officer involves and be supported
in preparing for Higher National qualifications and entry
to the Police Force.

Course Content

® Examination Preparation

® Interview Preparation

® Police Studies

® PE

® Psychology

® Communication

® Interviewer Skills

® Guest Speakers

® Excursions to Strathclyde Police Force Training Centre at
Jackton and Scottish Police Force Training Centre at Tulliallan
may be included

Assessment

The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including
closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

Progression

Most students will make a direct application to the Police Service;
however some may go on to study NC Higher Social Science &
Criminology and/or HNC/D Social Sciences or HNC Police Studies
before applying to the Police.

Careers

The obvious career progression from the course is the Police Service;
however you could make applications to other uniformed services
such as the Fire Service, Ambulance Service, Prison Service and
security guards.
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Social Sciences

NC (Access to/Intermediate 1) ® @
Uniformed Services

This course introduces candidates to the uniformed and
emergency services. It includes investigating the different
uniformed and emergency services and the roles and
responsibilities of those working in a specific service team.
Students will investigate career opportunities in the
uniformed and emergency services. Central to the course is
developing the employability skills valued by employers in
these areas.

Course Content

® Uniformed & Emergency Services: An Introduction

® Uniformed & Emergency Services: Health, Safety, Fitness &
Well-being

® Uniformed & Emergency Services: Engaging with the
Community

® Uniformed & Emergency Services: Working in Teams

® Psychology

® Communication

® Numeracy

@ Study Skills

® Problem Solving

® Guest Speakers

® Excursions Relevant to the Sector

Assessment

The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including
closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

Progression

This course may provide candidates with opportunities to progress to
further education e.g. NC Police Studies, or employment.

Careers

Uniformed services specific to this course are: the Army, Merchant
Navy, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy and Royal Marines. Emergency
services specific to this course are: The Ambulance Service,
Coastguard, Fire and Rescue and Police.

Full-time, one year.

Entry Requirements

Students should possess
two Standard Grades at
Level 5 or 6. All applicants
will be interviewed. A
satisfactory reference
will also be required.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.
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Full-time, one year.

Entry Requirements

NC Police Studies and/or
NC Higher Social Science
& Criminology, or one
Higher (which should be
English based) and
personal interview,
which may include a
piece of written work.
All applicants will be
interviewed. A
satisfactory reference
will also be required.
Prerequisite for Entry
to the Police Service:
Anyone wishing to apply
to the police service
must hold a full, clean
driving licence.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.

Social Sciences

HNC @
Police Studies

This course is designed to provide candidates with the
knowledge, skills and attitudes which will support them in
making an application for the role of Police Officer. It takes
an in depth look at issues affecting policing in Scotland
and the Scottish legal system. In addition, this course
provides a valuable opportunity for candidates to increase
their interpersonal and communication skills.

At interview, credit may be given for life experiences in
lieu of formal qualifications.

Course Content

® Scottish Legal System

® Research & Methodology

@ Sociology for Social Care Practice

® Communication

® Personal Development Planning

@ IT in Business

® Exercises Principles & Programming
® Youth & Community Justice

® Working with Communities

Assessment

Ongoing assessment and exam.

Progression

Scottish Police Service, HND Social Science, University.

Careers

Scottish Police Service.
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Social Sciences

Accessto G ®
Primary Education & University

13

This course is designed to build confidence for students
who have been away from education for a while. On
successful completion, you can apply to gain entry to a
variety of university degree programmes with the
possibility of progression to a primary education course.

1vVersi

Course Content

® Psychology

® Sociology

® Modern Studies

® History

® Communication

@ Maths

® ICT

® Preparation for Higher Education

Assessment
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Students following this course are assessed in a continuous way.
This means that they are encouraged to demonstrate their learning on
a regular basis, throughout the course.

Progression

On successful completion, you may gain entry into a variety of
university degree programmes or other Higher Education
programmes which may include primary teaching.

Careers

is linked to the particular path they decide to take after completion of
the access course, such as primary teaching.

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses

Students who follow this programme may go on to employment which

Full-time, one year.

Entry Requirements

No formal qualifications
are required. All
applicants will be
interviewed. A satisfactory
reference will be required.
For further information
about the Scottish Wider
Access Programme see
www.scottishwideraccess.org.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.




Full-time, one year.

Entry Requirements

Applicants should have
three Standard Grades at
Level 4 or above. All
applicants will be
interviewed. A
satisfactory reference
will also be required.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.

Social Sciences

NC Intermediate 2 ®
Social Sciences

Students are introduced to a wide range of social science
subjects including history, psychology, politics and sociology
and will develop their analytical, writing and research
skills with a view to entry to the NC Higher Social Sciences
course, other studies or employment.

Course Content

® Sociology

® Psychology

® Politics

® History

® Communication

Assessment

The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including
closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

Progression

Students can progress to NC Higher Social Sciences & Criminology, for
which is dependent on successful completion of NC Intermediate 2
and a successful pre-entry interview.

Careers

Students with qualifications in social sciences subjects can progress
onto a range of careers including teaching, lecturing, social work,
administration, the media, research, local government, human
resource management, careers advice and librarianship.
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Social Sciences

NC Higher ®
Social Sciences & Criminology

logy

The students are introduced to a wide range of social
science subjects including history, psychology, politics and
sociology. The course will develop study, analytical,
writing and research skills with a view to progress to the

Course Content

® Psychology

® Sociology

@ History

® Politics

® Communication

® Literature 1

® Forensic Psychology

® Crime Control Strategies
® Nature & Extent of Crime
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Assessment

The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including
closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

Progression

Students can progress to HNC or HND Social Sciences, or HNC Police
Studies, for which entry is dependent on successful completion of the
NC Higher course and a successful pre-entry interview.

Careers

Students with qualifications in social sciences subjects can progress
onto a range of careers including teaching, police service, lecturing,
social work, administration, the media, research, local government,
human resource management, careers advice and librarianship.

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses

HNC/D Social Sciences course, other studies or employment.

Full-time, one year.

Entry Requirements

Applicants should have
three Standard Grades at
Level 2 or above. All
applicants will be
interviewed. A satisfactory
reference is also required.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.




Social Sciences

HNC @

Social Sciences g
This course will develop your analytical, writing and E)
research skills in the fields of history, sociology, :g
psychology and politics. It may also enable students to ot

Full-time, one year; progress onto degree level studies or employment. -g

Part-time, two years "

(maximum 12 Kours per Course Content 8

week). ® Sociology =

5 ® Psychology s

One Higher Grade pass ® History

(preferably in English or ® Research & Methodology

a Social Science subject). ® Graded Unit

Applicants may be asked

to write a short essay Assessment

when they attend for ) . . .

interview. A satisfactory The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including

reference will also be closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

required. .

At interview credit may Progression

be given for life Students can go on to study HND Social Sciences or university degrees

experience in lieu of in a range of social science subjects and the college has close links

ot ol g s, with a number of Higher Education institutions.

Available Careers

Waterfrol?t Cgmpus}; Students with qualifications in social sciences subjects can progress

Greengc il Bt onto a range of careers including teaching, lecturing, social work,

Ayrshire Campus, . . .

Kilwinning. administration, the media, research, local government, human
resource management, careers advice and librarianship.

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses
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Social Sciences

HND ®
Social Sciences

This course will develop your analytical, writing and
research skills in the fields of history, sociology,
psychology and politics. This course will also enable you to
progress onto the second year or above of a degree course
or into employment.

Course Content

® Psychology

® Sociology

® Politics

® History

® Research Issues
® Graded Units

Assessment

The course is assessed by a range of unit assessments including
closed-book examinations, projects, reports and essays.

Progression

Students may progress to university degrees in a range of social
sciences subjects and the college has close links with a number of
Higher Education institutions.

Careers

Students with qualifications in social sciences subjects can progress to
a range of careers including teaching, lecturing, social work,
administration, the media, research, local government, human
resource management, careers advice and librarianship.

Full-time, two years;
Part-time, four years
(maximum of 12 hours
per week).

Entry Requirements

One Higher Grade pass
(preferably in English or
a Social Science subject).
Applicants will be asked
to write a short essay
when they attend for
interview. A satisfactory
reference will also be
required.

Available

Waterfront Campus,
Greenock and North
Ayrshire Campus,
Kilwinning.

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses



Other Study Options

For many people, work, financial
or family commitments often
make it difficult to undertake a
full-time programme of study.
We recognise the need for flexible
study methods and as such our
wide range of programmes
reflect this. The following Social
Sciences courses can be studied
on a part-time basis:

© HNC Social Sciences

© HND Social Sciences

© HNC Criminology
(subject to approval)

o Introduction to Psychology
(distance learning)

Course Information
If you have questions about any of the courses listed, we’re happy to help.

Contact:
enquiries@jameswatt.ac.uk

or call

01475 553 007 for Greenock courses
01294 559 000 Ext. 3114 for North Ayrshire courses

www.jameswatt.ac.uk/courses






